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Dear Delegates of the Model European Parliament,
As presidents of the committee on Culture and Education, we have prepared the following
fact sheet in order to provide you with the basic information surrounding our topic, in the
hope of achieving a more informed and lively debate during the General Assembly. Please
keep in mind that this is only a rough overview of the subject at hand and we encourage
you all to further expand your knowledge on the topic.
Jan Felix Inghelram
Anna Nishiotis

The question of of the committee on Culture and Education
The European Union is built on values such as peace, freedom, tolerance, solidarity. Brexit
and Euroscepticism, however, erode these ideals. These values must not be taken for
granted; we have to work for them. What role can Education play in promoting and
preserving such values thus contributing towards strengthening European solidity and
promoting the European spirit?
Defining key terms
•

•
•

•
•

Euroscepticism is the criticism of the European Union (EU) and European integration.
It is found in groups across the political spectrum, both left-wing and right-wing and
is often found in populist parties.
Brexit is the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union following a
referendum.
Nationalism is a sense of national consciousness exalting one nation above all others
and placing primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed
to those of other nations or supranational groups
o It has been the cause of many wars, including WWII
o Nationalist -far-right parties- are gaining power throughout the EU.
e.g. The league in Italy, the AfD in Germany, National Rally in France
Populism is a political approach that strives to appeal to ordinary people who feel that
their concerns are disregarded by established elite groups.
The European Union's fundamental values are respect for human dignity and human
rights, freedom, democracy, equality and the rule of law. These values unite all the
member states – no country that does not recognise these values can belong to the
Union.

•

The Council Recommendation on Common values, Inclusive Education, and the
European Dimension of Teaching. Its goal is to strengthen national democracies and
bolster the EU. It is also aimed at strengthening social cohesion in order to fight the
rise of populism, xenophobia, radicalisation, divisive nationalism and the spreading
of fake news. Its core objectives are:
o Promote common values at all levels of education;
o Foster more inclusive education;
o Encourage a European dimension of teaching, without prejudice to the
national prerogatives in this realm;
o Support teachers and teaching.
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